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powerful class of military chiefs, the ' Junker' noblemen of
Prussia, the statesmen who shaped the policy of the German
Empire, and the professors and writers who dominated the
mind of the rising generation in German schools and univer-
sities. It was a belief in the destiny of the German race to
exercise an all-powerful influence in the modern world, to
stamp the imprint of its ' Kultur,' or civilization and spirit,
upon other peoples, to consolidate its political dominion over
Middle Europe, and to obtain a controlling influence in Asia.
By the invincible strength of its Army supported later by a
supreme Navy all other nations would be compelled to
acknowledge the genius, the power and the glory of the
German race.

This faith in German destiny was expressed in violent and
brutal language combined with a strange religious mysticism
which assumed that God was on the side of the German
people in their Imperial ambitions. The German Emperor
spoke of God as his ' Divine Ally/ as ' our good old German
God.' At the same time he spoke of his own ' mailed fist,' and
pictured himself as a War Lord clothed in ' shining armour/
' Nothing,' he said, ' must henceforth be settled in the world
without the intervention of Germany. My cause is right and
I shall follow it. Those who oppose me I shall dash in pieces.*

He posed as the champion of Islam, allied himself with the
Sultan of Turkey, trained the Turkish Army with German
officers, and dreamed of a line from Berlin to Bagdad with an
Oriental Empire as its great goal. In 1895 he declared that
the future of Germany lay upon the water, and increased the
German Navy until it was a formidable challenge to British
sea-power. German philosophers like Nietsche preached the
duty of brutality for those who would be strong, and glorified
war and its most ruthless cruelties.

Throughout the nation the German people, under the
spell of this philosophy, were jealous of the British Empire,
which held so much of the earth's surface. They were made
to believe that the British people had become decadent and